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‘The Numbers Game’ a hilarious “must see” at Lighthouse 
Review by Donna McMillan 
 

Maybe it’s the water they drink in Fredericton. Like Norm Foster, playwright John 
Spurway hails from the New Brunswick city.  
 

And like Foster, he knows how to entertain, make audiences laugh and, at the very same 
time, share some very poignant moments in his storytelling.  
 

His hilarious romantic comedy “the Numbers Game” opened at Lighthouse Festival 
Theatre last Thursday and will be performed in Port Dover until July 22.  
 

It’s a must see! 
 
Spurway, who also wrote “Between Friends” and “Jessie’s Landing” put pen to paper to 
tell the story of Bernie Davis and Phil Gibson. She was the most popular girl in high 
school, always the centre of attention and a Prom Queen.  
 

He was the math nerd that nobody knew, with the exception of some of the football players who liked to call him “Phyllis” and hang him up in the locker room. They 
were as different as night and day and travelled in totally different circles.  
 

Thirty-seven years later, Bernadette’s third marriage has fallen apart and Phil’s 29 years of marriage has taken a tumble. He is an actuary, a real numbers guy, 
looking for a place to stay while Bernadette is advertising for a roommate.  
 

He, of course, recognizes her and remembers everything, including her locker combination, but she draws a blank when it comes to him and his attendance at 
Darwin High. What they both have in common now, the playwright points out, is that they have just been dumped.  
 

And, they are both in the dumps. “Do opposites really attract? Does misery really love company?” Spurway asks.  
 

You need to attend to see the couple’s rollicking journey as roommates through “Felix and Oscar” like beginnings while reflecting on relationships and change.  
 

Both actors David Rosser and Nora Sheehan are veterans of the Lighthouse Festival Theatre stage as well as having performed in such notable works for David 
as Saturday Night Fever, American Gothic (CBS) and Beauty and the Beast (CW Network) and for Nora Miracle on 34

th
 Street, Schitt’s Creek and Orphan Black.  

 

The two, who are married in real life, perform superbly well together. They are funny. They share poignant moments of loneliness. They demonstrate easily how 
time warps and changes a marriage.  
 

They amusingly befuddle with number and grammatical corrections. And, they segue with perfect timing into their exes: Gina and Mitch. Rosser and Sheehan 
premiered The Numbers Game with David Nairn, Artistic Director, Theatre Orangeville and are again being directed by The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal 
winner for this LFT run, along with Associate Director Jane Spence.  
 

Nairn shared, “what a treat to work on this delightful romantic comedy with real life powerhouse couple David Rosser and Nora Sheehan. They have an 
unbeatable chemistry and their own personal romance story adds so much to the dynamic of the relationships between the four characters they play.”  
 

Nora Sheehan and David Rosser star in "The Numbers Game" - the latest play this 
summer at Lighthouse Festival Theatre 


